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the radical leaders. Returning- to Bristol, he
organised the Bristol Patriotic and Consti-
tutional Association to promote electoral re-
form, and offered to contest the next vacancy.
In May 1809 he got up a meeting in "Wilt-
shire to thank Colonel Wardle for demand-
ing an inquiry into the conduct of the Duke
of York as commander-in-chief, and in order
to qualify "William Co~bbett to address it, pre-
sented him with a freehold tenement. He
engaged in perpetual lawsuits with his neigh-
bours, and appeared in the courts in person.
He was imprisoned for three months in 1810
in the King's Bench prison for assaulting a
gamekeeper, but was permitted to go out and
in much as he liked, and availed himself of
the opportunity to frequently visit Sir Francis
Burdett in the Tower. When Cobbett was
committed to gaol in July 1810, they shared
the same rooms. In 1811 he began farming
on a large scale near East Grinstead in
Susses, maintaining meanwhile a close in-
timacy with Cobbett in London. He came
forward as a candidate for Bristol in June
1812 against Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. Pro-
theroe, and Mr. Davis, but was not elected,
and his petition against the return on the
grounds of bribery and illegal violence was
heard on 26 Feb. 1813. Though it was dis-
missed, it was not held to be frivolous or
vexatious. After losing money by his farm
in Sussex, lie gave it up, and in 1814 took
another at Cold Henley, near Whitchurch,
with the same result. On 15 Nov. 1816 he
met Thistlewood, Watson, and others, and
with them took part in the Spa Fields meet-
ings, and addressed the people. The soldiers
who were on the ground had orders, in case
of disturbance, to shoot at him and the other
speakers, instead of firing into the crowd.
When parliament met in 1817 he was dele-
gated by the Hampden clubs at Bristol and
Bath to present petitions to the borough
members, and on this visit to London became
acquainted with several of the Lancashire
reformers. When Thistlewood and the others
were arrested in 1817, Hunt expected arrest
also, but was not interfered with. He presided
at a public meeting, originally held in compli-
ance with the provisions of the Seditious Meet-
ings Act, on 7 Sept. 1817,in Palace Yard, and
succeeded in restraining the people within
legal limits. In 1818 he unsuccessfully con-
tested Westminster, obtaining a majority at
the show of hands, but only eighty-four votes
at the poll. He had advocated annual parlia-
ments, universal suffrage, and vote by ballot.
He was very active in opposing the election
of John Cam Hobhouse [q. v.] for Westmin-
ster in February 1819, and succeeded in pro-
1 curing the election of George Lambe in

succession to Sir Samuel Ptoniilly. In the
summer of 1819 he published a pamphlet
called * The Green Bag Plot/charging Burdett
with shirking the battle of reform^ and the
government with fomenting disturbances in
Derbyshire.
Hunt presided at the Smithfield reform
meeting on 21 July 1819, and at the meeting-
in St. Peter's Fields, Manchester, on 16 Aug.r
which was broken up by the yeomanry, and
was known as the Peterloo Massacre. Hunt
was arrested, and lodged in the New Bailey
prison, Manchester, and with Johnson, Moor-
house, and others was committed for trial
on 27 Aug. In November he moved unsuc-
cessfully for a criminal information against
the Manchester magistrates for misconduct
on 16 Aug. Hunt's trial took place before Mr,
Justice Bayley at York, 16-27 March 1820.
Hunt conducted his own defence. He was
allowed great latitude, and showed much
asperity and even violence to the counsel for
the crown. The prisoners were convicted.
After an unsuccessful motion in the king's
bench for a new trial on 8 May, sentence wa&
passed on 15 May. Hunt was sentenced to
two years' imprisonment, and to find security
for his good behaviour after the expiration
of his sentence, himself in 1,OOOZ. and two
sureties in 500Z. each. His term of imprison-
ment was passed in Ilchester gaol, where he
solaced "hiin self by composing his wordy and
egotistical memoirs. Bamford's opinion is-
that while in gaol his mind was deranged
with diseased vanity. His treatment in prison
was the subject of a discussion in the House
of Commons in March 1822, and of an in-
quiry at the gaol. He was liberated from gaol
on 30 Oct. 1822, amid carefully organised
rejoicings, and was presented with a piece of
plate.
For some time after his release Hunt
was comparatively inactive. He contested
Somersetshire in 1826, but it was a candi-
dature of protestation only, In August 1830
he contested Preston, which he had also pre-
viously contested in 1820, on Stanley's ap-
pointment as chief secretary, and was at the
bottom of the poll, with 1?S08 votes; but at
the election in December Stanley thought
it best to retire in his favour. He made a
public entry into London, took Ms seat on
3 Feb. 1831, and frequently took part in
debate. But his course pleased neither party,,
and he became alienated even from his former
friend Cobbett. He attacked the ministerial
plan of reform, demanded the ballot and uni-
versal suffrage, assailed royal grants, and
moved for the repeal of the corn laws. He-
presented the earliest petition in favour of
1 women's rights.' In October 1831 he went